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_ Bagram, Afghanistan

Pfc. Debralee P. Crankshaw
11% Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan— The Bagram
Korean clinic, aclinic exclusively for local
nationals, relocated Wednesday with arib-
bon-cutting ceremony.

The ceremony comprised of aspeech by
Lt. Gen. Dan McNeill, Combined Joint Task
Force-180 commander and Col. Kookhan
Kim, Korean clinic commander. Two U.S. sol-
diersasoreceived certificatesand agift from
the Korean government, and four Korean
soldiersreceived certificates of appreciation
and acoinfromMcNeill.

The Korean and U.S. soldiers received

Photo by PchebraIee P. Crankshaw
Local nationals line up, waiting for the opening of the Bagram Korean clinic. See CLINIC, Page4

527" assumes engineer mission from 769t

Pfc. Christina Carde
11" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — The 769" Engineer Battalion, Ba-
ton Rouge, La., said their final farewells to Bagram and turned
over the engineer mission hereto the 527" Engineer Bn., Ruston,
La., in atransfer of authority ceremony, Wednesday.

For the eight months the 769" has been deployed to Af-
ghanistan they contributed considerably to the improvement
and development of the air base, force protection and the troops’
quality of life.

“When | arrived here last year, | made a promise to Col.
Pritchett that the 769" would change the face of Bagram,” said
Maj. Robert Kyger, executive officer, 769", “| feel we have ac-
complished that goal.”

Lt. Col. James Boutte, commander, 769th, believes they ex-
ceeded everyone's hopes and expectations of what they would
accomplish.

“In the time we were here, we erected HESCO walls, built
roads, laid thousands of feet of concertina wire, constructed
Photo by Pic. christnacarde  LENES fOr forward operating bases all over Afghanistan and sup-

Soldiersfromthe 769" and 527" Engineer Battalions, march fowardwith  plied Bagram with enough electricity to light asmall city,” said
their colors to begin the changing of the guidons in their transfer of

authority ceremony, Wednesday. See TOA, Page 4
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Gas masks are displayed on the window of an
electronicsstorein thesoutheastern town of Cizre,
near the Turkish-lragi border.

Lawmakers blast NATO trio for
Turkey standoff

BRUSSEL S, Belgium— U.S. lawmak-
ers Wednesday blasted three NATO mem-
bers who refused to go along with a U.S.-
backed proposal to protect Turkey, NATO's
only Ilamic partner, from Irag.

Theemergency talks— intheir third day
Wednesday — will resume Thursday, ac-
cording to NATO diplomats.

France, Germany and Belgium have said
the plan to send U.S. surveillance planes,
Patriot missilesand chemical and biological
detection teams to Turkey now would hurt
effortsto win apeaceful solutiontothelraq
crisis.

But that position didn’t sway one law-
maker, who said thethreewerenot living up
tothe principle of themilitary aliance, which
holds that an attack against one member is
an attack against all of them.

“Thefailure of these statesto honor their
commitments is beneath contempt,” said
Rep. Tom Lantos, D-California.

He aso recalled how the U.S. military
protected the three countries during the
ColdWar.

“Had it not been for our military commit-
ment, France, Germany and Belgium today
would be Soviet Socidist Republics,” hesaid
while the House International Relations
Committee heard testimony from Secretary
of State Colin Powell.

The committee’s chairman, Rep. Henry
Hyde, R-1llinois, was al so disturbed that the
three countries were balking at coming to
theaid of Turkey.

“ Americahas fought distant warsto de-
fend whol e continents from a succession of
aggressors, but the beneficiaries of the
safety we have ensured often devote their
energiestoimpeding our effortsto help oth-
ers,” Hyde said.

Tenet: N. Korea has ballistic

missile capable of hitting U.S.

WASHINGTON — North Koreahasan
untested ballistic missile capable of hitting
the United States, top U.S. intelligence offi-
cials said Wednesday.

While testifying at a Senate committee
hearing in Washington, CI A Director George
Tenet was asked whether North Korea had
a ballistic missile capable of reaching the
U.S. West Coast.

Before answering, Tenet turned to very
quickly consult with aides sitting behind
him.

“| think the declassified answer, isyes,
they can do that,” Tenet said.

Defense Intelligence Agency Director
ViceAdm. Lowell Jacoby, also testifying at
the hearing, said outside the hearing room
that the North Korean missile has not yet
been flight tested, according to The Asso-
ciated Press.

Momentsearlier Tenet said it waslikely
that North Korea had been able to produce
as many as two plutonium-based nuclear
weapons.

The estimate is not new — it was laid
outinanunclassified CIA documentin De-
cember 2001— but Tenet isthe most senior
U.S. official to say so publicly.

NASA engineer’'s e-mail
warned of possible disaster

JOHNSON SPACE CENTER, Texas —
An e-mail passed between NASA engineers
two daysbeforethefatal breakup of the space
shuttle Columbia discussed worst-case sce-
narios involving tiles on the orbiter’s under-
belly that may have been damaged shortly after
liftoff, specifically dealing with failuresinthe
whee well.

Robert Daugherty, an engineer, outlined
several scenarios in his e-mail to David
Lechner, who worked with the shuttle’'s me-
chanical systems. They were based on pos-
sible outcomes of tile damagethe orbiter may
have suffered only 80 seconds after it lifted
off from Kennedy Space Center Jan. 16.

When they analyzed video of theliftoff a
day later, NASA officias noticed what they
believe was a piece of foam breaking off the
external tank and glancing off the underside
of the shuttle'sleft wing.

“1 am admittedly erring way onthe side
of absolute worst-case scenariosand | don’t
really believe things are as bad as I’ m get-
ting ready to make them out,” Daugherty
wrote in his Jan. 30 email. “But | certainly
believethat to not be ready for agut-wrench-
ing decision after seeing instrumentationin
the wheel well not be there after entry is
irresponsible.”

Astheshuttle streaked acrossthe sky Feb.
1towarditslanding sitein Florida, controllers
at Johnson Space Center in Houston remarked
that sensors inside the wheel well showed
higher temperature readings. Other sensors
were shutting down, one by one.

Bagram prayer breakfast

The Task Force-44 Medical chaplaincy is hosting a prayer breakfast Monday at
theNorth Dining Facility from 0130-0230Z.

The speaker for the event Brig. Gen. Benjamin Mixon and Chap. (Col.) Richard
Rogers, Combined Joint Task Force-180 chaplain, will offer the pastoral prayer. Spe-
cial music will be provided by the Gospel Congregation Choir.

Caol. Alan Beitler, commander, 48th Combat Support Hospital, the Jewish Lay L eader
for Bagram, will read from the Old Testament. Repulic of Korea Col. Kookhan Kim,
ROK hospital commander, will do areading from the New Testament.




Critter of the Week:
Sandfly

An adult sandfly.

By Capt. Cory Campora
7915 Preventive Medicine Detachment

Sandfliesaretiny brownish, long legged, and somewhat
hairy flies with narrow bodies and narrow pointed wings.
They are sometimes called “Phlebotomine” flies, because
they form the subfamily Phlebotominae. Like mosquitoes,
the female takes a blood meal to help develop her eggs.
They are poor flyersand usually travel low to thegroundin
short hops, generally remaining inthevicinity of their breed-
ing area. Unlike mosquitoes, sandfliesdo not require water
to breed. Instead they lay their eggs in dark areas where
organic materia is present, thus, unsanitary living condi-
tions where much rubbish and human waste are present
help themto proliferate. Usually sandflieshiteonly at night
(usually from May to October in Afghanistan), but they
may bite during the day if disturbed. While sandfly bites
itch and areanuisance, of greater concernisthe potential of
diseasetransmission fromabite. Some sandfliesmay carry
and transmit parasites which cause Leishmaniasis, a seri-
ous disease that can cause disfiguring sores. \WWomen and
children suffer the worst from Leishmaniasis, and it is so
common in some areas of Afghanistan that it is known as
“Little Sister” becauseit isalmost part of the family.
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Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

1530Z at the MWR building: “A River
RunsThrough It.” Based onthe novel by Nor-
mal Maclean, A River Runs Through It is a
true story about two boys Norman and Paul
growing up in Montana. Oneisrebellious of
hisfather, Rev. Maclean, while the other has
hisfeet on the ground.The one lovethey both

haveisFly Fishing.

Tomorrow’smoviewill be“ TheDish.”

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Friday
Bagram: Mostly sunny Scattered showers
H: 50F H: 39F
L: 28F L: 27F
Kandahar: Partly cloudy Scattered showers
H: 70F H: 64F
L: 42F L: 36F
Kabul: Haze Haze
H: 46F H: 48F
L: 24F L: 28F
Manas: Snow Fog
H: 37F H: 39F
L: 28F L: 27F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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these certificates, gifts and coins for super-
vising the reconstruction of the new Korean
clinic.

The clinic provides the local nationals
with primary care and preventive medicine.

The new building is more spacious,
can accommodate more doctors and
nurses so the locals receive better service
and improves the security of the staff,
according to Kim.

“Before we moved here, the conditions
were nasty and weworked in asmall room,”
sadKim.

Thereisanother Korean clinicin Kabul
for the Afghani military trainees, and onein
Manas, Kyrgyzstan, treating Coalition
forces. The Bagram clinicistheonly clinic
that provides solely for locals.

Injuries beyond the capabilities of the
clinic are sent to the U.S. hospital. If they
cannot take them, the locals are recom-
mended the Kabul military hospital operated

TOA, fromPagel —

Boutte.

In addition to helping im-
prove the quality of life on
Bagram, the 769" s work also
benefited the people of Af-
ghanistan.

“Oneof thefirst projectswe
began upon arrival wasthemine
clearing,” said Kyger. “Our pe-
rimeter waslimited towithin 10
feet of our tentsin some cases.
Thefields had to be cleared be-
fore we could begin any con-
struction.”

“Not only did themine clear-
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Photos by Pfc. Debralee P. Crankshaw
Col. Kookhan Kim, Republic of Korea hospital
commander, and Lt. Gen. Dan McNeill, Com-
bined Joint Task Force-180 commander, discuss
what the ceremony will entail.
by the Afghan government.
Atitspreviouslocation, theclinictreated
over 10,000 local nationals in the last four
months, according to Kim.
“Inthefuture, wewant treatment to con-
tinue for these people,” said Kim. “The Af-
ghan people are very happy with us, they

Photo by Pfc. Christina Carde
Command Sgt. Maj. Fred Cole, command sergeant major for the 527
Engineer Battalion, unravels their guidon to symbolize the 527"'s as-
sumption of the engineer mission in Afghanistan.

Kim and McNeill cut the ribbon to open the
new Korean clinic.

are happy with the medical team, they are
satisfied with the medical services.”

mine clearing mission when he
inadvertently stepped on amine.

“Helost hisleg right above
the knee and | ost two fingerson
his right hand,” said Kyger.
“Eventhoughit’slittle consola-
tion, hewas awarded the Bronze
Star, Purple Heart and was vis-
ited by President and Mrs.
Bush.”

Aside from the hardships
and tragedy, the 769" compl eted
their mission and are now ready
to return home.

The commander and com-
mand sergeant major of the 769"
placed the cover on their gui-

ing help increase force protec-
tion for the troops but also for
thelocalshereafter the U.S. pres-
enceis gone,” said Boutte.
The 769" also participated in
theAdopt-a-Village program.
“Around Christmastimethe
troops' moralewaslow so | got
them involved in the Adopt- &
Village program to help boost
their spirits,” said Boutte. “We
adopted the small village of

Turkman and brought them
clothes, food and school sup-
plies. Our last visit was just a
few days ago.”

Evenwithall of theimprove-
mentsthe 769" made on Bagram,
encountered afew problems.

“Getting the right materials
for construction and improve-
ment wasdifficult,” said Kyger.
“Thelocal contractorsherework
with different lumber, measure-

ments and voltages so we had
towait for our materialsto come
from outside sources.”

The event that was the big-
gest blow to construction and
morale, was an accident that
took place about six weeks ago.

Staff  Sgt.  Michael
Mcnaughton, mine clearing
noncommissioned officer in
charge, Headquarters Support
Company, was in charge of a

don as the 527" removed theirs
symbolizing thetake over.

“The 527" is dedicated to
giving 110 percent to our mis-
sion herein Afghanistan,” said
Lt. Col. David Aycock, 527"
battalion commander. “We
have a loyal and motivated
group of soldiers and | know
we will have no problem pick-
ing up where our sister battal-
ion left off.”



New arrival scores empty-net goal

SUNRISE, Fla. — Sandy McCarthy scored his second goal of
the season late in the second period Wednesday night and Mike
Dunham made 27 saves asthe New York Rangers snapped a seven-
gamewinlessstreak witha3-1 victory at Florida.

Alexel Kovalev, acquired from Pittsburgh in an eight-player trade
Monday, scored an empty-net goal with 10.8 seconds left. He also
had a couple of good scoring chances in the first period.

Defenseman Tom Poti also scored for the Rangers, who gave
Glen Sather hisfirst victory since he took over as coach Jan. 30,
when he fired Bryan Trottier. The Rangers had been 0-2-1-1 under
Sather.

Olli Jokinen had thelone Floridagoal .

Roberto Luongo made 23 savesfor Florida.

Florida missed a great chanceto tie it in the third period when
Valeri Bure picked up aloose puck to the right of Dunham and had
thetop of the net open. But Bure couldnt lift the puck over asprawl-
ing Dunham, who made the pad save.

Dunham, whoimproved to 12-20-4, didn’t dressfor the previous
two games because of agroin injury.

McCarthyswinner, hisfirst goal since Nov. 29, camelateinthe
second period after he stol e the puck from defenseman Pavel Trnka
and sent awrist shot to Luongos right.

The Rangersdominated play in thefirst period, but had to settle
for al-1tie after the teamstraded power-play goals. Poti
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Coalition Sports Zone

N atl on a.l H OCkey L eagu e(CompiIed from ESPN.com)

Blue Jacketsin their last four meetings. Columbustied a franchise
record asit stretched its home points streak to six (4-0-2).

Nash, atop contender for rookie of the year, picked up his 12"
goal — and first game-winner — at 7:13 of the first period. Nash
ended up with the puck near the blue line at the right boards and
skated in on San Jose goaltender Mikka Kiprusoff. Nash fired ashot
from theright circle that appeared to handcuff Kiprusoff, skipping
off the goalie and bouncing lazily behind him into the net.

Nash was playing hisfirst game on the Blue Jackets No. 1 line.
Hewas moved up from thethird line and replaced Geoff Sanderson,
who was dropped to the third unit.

Ottawa 3, Pittsburgh 0

PITTSBURGH — Toni Dahlman scored hisfirst NHL goal and
Patrick Lalime stopped 20 shots for his sixth shutout of the season
Wednesday night as the Ottawa Senators beat the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins 3-0.

Marian Hossa, the NHL's second-leading goal scorer, and Chris
Neil also scored for the Senators, who moved within one point of
Dallasfor the league's overall points|ead.

The game was the Penguins' first since the eight-player trade
sendingAlexei Kovalev tothe New York Rangerson Monday. Three

See SPORTS, Page 6

gave the Rangers the lead when his cross-ice pass from P
the right side went off the skate of Jokinen and beat Q . | K
Luongoto the short side. It marked the Rangers sixth con- \C 2002 Nationa H_O Ckey
secutive game with at least one power-play goal. < > League standlngs
Jokinen tied the scorein the final minute of the period
when he grabbed aloose puck to the left of Dunham and EaSt_em Conterence Western Conference
shot it over Dunhams right shoul der. —— Central
(2) New Jersey 55 pts (3) St. Louis 57 pts
(4) Philadelphia 55 pts (4) Detroit 56 pts
Jackets deal Sharks fourth loss ml'g;zidm gg EE: ghilcagg gg p;s
. . Y. olumbus pts
CQL UMBUS, tho — Marc Denis stopped 38 shots Pittsburgh 56 pts Nashville 55 pts
and Rick Nash provided the only goal as the Columbus Northeast Northwest
Blue Jackets beat the San Jose Sharks 1-0 on Wednesday (1) Ottawa S7 pts (2)Vancouver 56 pts
night. (5) Toronto 57 pts (5) Colorado 55 pts
. . ) (6) Boston 55 pts (6)Minnesota 56 pts
It wasthefirst timethe Blue Jackets had ever wonal (8) Montredl 58 pts (7) Edmonton 56 pts
Ogame. Buffalo 54 pts Cagary 56 pts
The shutout was Denis' third of the year and seventh Southeast Pacific
of hiscareer. Hefaced 19 shotsin thefirst two periods and (3)Washington 58 pts (1) Dallas 57 pts
19 in the third as the Sharks turned up the pressure. lﬁ;?i?jz Bay gg gﬁ: (L8) A:Anahelem gg IOES
. . . n
_ Denis came into _the game 0-4-0 against the Sharks Carolina 57 pts S:s Josge s 56 gt:
witha5.11 goals-against average. Atlanta 55 pts Phoenix 54 pts
San Jose, which lost itsfourth in arow, had beaten the
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players acquired in that trade, forwards Rico Fata and Mikael
Samuel sson and defenseman Joel Bouchard, werein the Pittsburgh
lineup, along with defenseman Shawn Heins, acquired from San
Jose one day earlier.

The trade has been highly unpopular with fans, although the
Mellon Arenacrowd of 14,197 wasthelargest in three home games
for the Penguins, who have lost six of their last seven at home.

Facing hisformer team, Lalime wasrarely tested while playing
for the first time since sitting out two games with the flu. Only
Toronto’s Ed Belfour (seven) has more shutouts this season.

Dahlman, a2001 draft choice playing in his 16" NHL game, beat
goaltender Johan Hedberg with awrist shot from the edge of theleft
circle after taking apassfrom Mike Fisher latein the second period.
Dahlman wasrecalled from Binghamton of theAHL on Monday.

Hossamadeit 2-0just 40 secondsinto thethird period. He skated
behind the net, fought off Bouchard and slid a shot past Hedberg
for his35" goal.

Neil converted Bouchard's turnover into his fifth goal of the
season when he fired a wrist shot over Hedberg's glove from be-
tween thecircles.

Weight expected to miss a game
BUFFALO, N.Y. — Doug Weight, the St. Louis Blues' top
playmaker, isexpected to miss at least one game after being struck in

Black History Month

February isBlack History Month. Inlight of all theaccom-
plishments made by African-Americans, every day thismonth
the FreedomWatch will highlight anindividual.

Percy Lavon Julian, chemist

Born: 4/11/1899 Birthplace: Montgomery, Ala.

In addition to an extensive teaching career at such col-
leges as DePauw University, which would not offer him a
professorship because he was African American, Howard
University and West VirginiaState College, Percy Lavon Julian
made significant discoveriesinthe private sector. In 1935 Julian
developed physostigmine, adrug that isused in the treatment
of glaucoma. Whileworking for the Glidden Company, Julian
worked with the soya bean, devel oping a protein that hel ped
to develop AeroFoam a fire extinguisher used by the Navy.
After leaving Glidden, Julian, who held a bachelor’s degree
from DePauw, aMaster’ sdegreefrom Harvard University, and
a Ph.D. from the University of Vienna, founded Julian Re-
search, focusing on the production of sterols. He synthesized
the femal e hormone progesterone, and the male hormone tes-
tosterone by extracting sterols from soybean oil. His most
famous exploit however, ishissynthesis of cortisonewhichis
used to treat arthritis and other inflammatory diseases.

Died: 4/19/75

the face by a puck against the Sabres on Tuesday
night.

Weight required stitches to close a cut above
his upper lip and also appeared woozy as he was
helped off theicewith 8:12 |eft in the second period.
Hedid not return to the game won by the Blues 3-2.

St. Louis coach Joel Quenneville considered it
questionable whether Weight will be able to play when the Blues
face Philadel phiaat home on Thursday.

“He's not feeling too good right now,” Quenneville said. “He
was cut up pretty bad.”

Weight, who left the dressing room without speaking to report-
ers, was hurt when he leaped in an attempt to block goaltender
Martin Biron’s clearing shot.

Weight leads the Blues with 45 assists and his 57 points are
second to Pavol Demitrafor theteam lead. Weight was playing only
his second game after missing two because of an ankle injury sus-
tainedinlast week’sNHL All-Star Game.

Weight failed to record a point before he was hurt, snapping his
nine-game streak in which he had agoal and 12 assists.

“Take us around one more time, I'm trying
to max out my frequent-flier miles.”
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